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> ARTICLES of IMPEACHMENT 
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Other high Crimes ;Miſdemeanours and Offences, 
againſt THOM AS Earlof D ANBY © 


F% 


OO © Lord High TREASURERof © | 


*  EANGCLCAND * | - 


As they were delivered into the Heuſe. of Lords inthe  <. © 


 - . Naze of the Commons of England, by Sir © | 
Pe etl Cape), December 23: 1678; | - oY 


—_— pe 


Together with a Letter of the Lord "Treaſurers to Mr. 36 
Montague, /2te Embaſſidor in France. FRONT "*y 
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Hat he hath 'Trairerouſly encroacht to_ himfelf Re- # 

gall Power, by treating 4in- matters of Peace and | 

. \_ . War with Forreign miniſters, 'and:Emballadors, and 
giving TnſttuRtions .to his 'Majeſties' Embaſſidors abroad, —_- 
without communicating the ſame to-the Seereraries of State <2 
and the reſt of his Majeſtics Counſel; againſt-the expreſs == 


aa 


Declaration of his Majeſty-/and/his .Parliamenr, 'th W- 


rending-to defear and*overrhrowthse Provifien that his bee 
and iis Parliament forthe + 

| s Kingdonis and 
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That he hath: Traitcrouſly endeayoured to ſub. ert the 
Anticnt and well eſtabliſhed Form of Government in this 
KIngdom, and inſtead thereof to introduce an Arbitrary 
and Tyrannical way of Government ; and the. better to 
cfieQ this his purpoſe he did deſign the raifing of an Army 
npon! pretetice of a' War againſt rhe French King,” and to 
conrinue the ſame as a Standing Army within this king: 
dom; And an Army bcing ſo raiſed and no War enſucing, 
an Act of Parliament having paſt to pay and disband 
the fame, and a great ſum of mony being granted for that 
end, he did continue the Army contrary to the ſaid At,and 
, _ miſimployed the ſaid mony given for the disbanding, to the 
: continuance thereof, and Iſſued out of his Majeſties Reve- 
_  nues divers great ſums ot mony for the ſaid parpoſe, and 
_* __ _ wilfally negle@ed to take Security of the Pay-maſters of the 
— - Army, as the faid A required, whereby the ſaid Law is 
eluded, and the Army is yet continued to the great danger 
and un-neceſlary charge of his Majeſty and the whole King- 

dom. b_ ; 
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— Thathe Traiterouſly intending and deſigning to Alien- 

_ ate the hearts and afiections of his Majeſties good Subjeas 
from his Royal Perſon and Government, and to hinder rhe 
meeting ot Parliaments, and ro deprive his Sacred Majeſty 
of their ſafe and wholſom Counſel, -.and thereby to 
alcer the Conſtitution of the Government of this Kingdom, 
did propoſe and negotiate a Peace for the French King, 
upon tearms difadyantagious to the Intreſt of his Majeſty 
and his Kingdoms, for the doing whereof he did endea- 
vour to procana a great-ſum of mony from the Frinch King. 
for enabling him ro maimaineand carry on his ſaid traterous 

deſigns and purpoſes, to the hazard of his Majeſties Perſon 

' andGovernment. | 
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+ That he is Popiſhly affected, and hath Traiterouſly con- 
cealed (after he had notice) the late horrid and bloody Plot 
and Conſpiracy,contrived by the Papiſts,againſt his Majeſties 
perſon and Government: and hath ſuppreſt the Evidence, 
and reproachiully diſcountenanced the Kings Witneſlcs in 
the Difcovery of it, in favourof Popery, immediately tend- 
ing to the diſtruftion of the Kings ſacred Perſon and the 
Subvertion of the Proteſtant Religion. | 
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That he hath waſted the Kings Treaſure, by Iſſuing our 
of his Majeſties Exchequer, and: ſeveral Branches ot- his 
Revenue for unneceflary Penſions and ſecret Services, to 
the value-of 2316027. within two years, and that he hath 
wholly diverted out of the known Method and Goyernment 
of the Exchequer one whole Braffch of his Majeſties Re- 
venue to private Uſes, without any account to be made of it 
co his Majeſty in his Exchequer, contraryto the expreſs AQ 
of Parliament, which granted the ſame, and he hath re- 
moved two of his Majeſties Commiſſioners of that parc 
-of the Revenue, for refuſing/to conſent to-ſuch his unwarrant- 
able afings therein,and to advance mony upon that branch 
of the Revenue for private uſes. | 


VI. 
"That he hath by Indirect means procured ſrom his 


Majeſty to himſelf divers conſiderable Guifts and Grants- 


of Inhcritance, of the Antient Revenue of the Crown, 
even contrary to As of Parliament. / 
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For which matters and things the Knights, Cittizens and 
Burgeſſcs of the Commons in Parliament;: do in the name 

_ of themſelyes, and of all the Commons of Englaxd, Impeach 
the faid Thomas Earl of Danby, Lord High Treaſurer of 
_ Englimmd, of HIGH TREASON, and: other high 
Crimes, Miſdemcanors and: Offences, in the faid Articles 
contained: And the ſaid Commons by Proteſtation, ſa- 
ving tothemſelyes the liberty of exhibiting at any tim@here- 
after 'any other Accuſarion or Impreachment againſt the ſaid 
Earl,. and alfo of Replying to the Anſwers which rhe” ſaid 
Thoma. Earl of Danbyſhall make to the Premiſſes,or any of 
them, or any Impeachment or accuſation that ſhall be by 
them Exhibited, as the Cauſe (according to Courſe and 
Proceedings of Parliament) ſhall require; Do pray that the 

_ faid Thomas Earl of Danby may be put to Anſwer all: and 
every-the Premiſes, that ſuch Proceedings, Tryals, Exa> 
minations and Judgments may-be' upon them, and every 
one of them, had and uſed, as ſhall be agreeable-toLaw and 


o 


Juſtice, and rhat he may be 4 0 from Parliamenr, 
e 


and forthwith commitrted to to ſafe Cuſtody. © ; 
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The Lord TREASURERS Letter fo Ms. Montague, 


the..KI1 -N GS Lit e Embafſidour in France, Z 
gar. March 2574. 1678. | 


My Lord, [t.17- 1 bal 
- Uince my writing to you by Mr. B-/75s42n, the Refolyes 
JI have 'been-ahrered as to the fencing you' Inflructions 
(as yet) for the propoſing any thing to the French King 
for the Particuſars which. will be conſented toon the parr of 


the Confederates (and of which this is a Coppy) will be 


communicated to youby Mr. Secreraty Coventry, but you 
will have no orher dir-@ion from him about them but-enly 


thereby ro beeenabled- to find the Pulſe of the King or his 


Miniſters, ar leaft againſt: the time rhart you ſhall receive 
Orders to 'make the. Propoſals ro him, -That you may 
know from whence the nicety of that Aﬀair procecds, it is 
neceſſary ro inform you, That for fear of 'its being 11Ireſent- 


ed by theParliament here, the King will not make any Pro- 


poſal at all of peace, unleſs he ſhall be preſt to it by the Confc- 
derates: And although, by Mr. Godo/phin he is ſaffict- 
ently informed, "that they-*defire a Peace upon the Arti- 


cles ſent you by the *Secretary, yer het having received 


that defire formally, the'Council will not adviſe his Majeſty 
co let his Embaſſador propoſe that which he is not formally 
impowred to make good; and.ſo by ſtaying for thatformal 
Power, which by Letrer his Majeſty is" fufficietly enabled 
to propoſe,the rime will be loſt for'effe&ting'the Peice, if ar 
alt ir can'be had; To fupply this deſe@'then, and toprevenr 
the Kings ſending again into Pcliaind before' he know the 
'mind*of France, Fam'Commanded by his Majeſly tolet you 
*know;, that' you -are to'make the BroÞo/# uns inclofed/to 
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- kopeth Kti!l for ſome good Anſwer,  . In caſe the Conditi- 
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the King of France, and to tell him, the King will under- 
rake for the ſeeing them made good on the part of Spazy, 
and Holland, in caſe they ſhall be acccpred by him. And 1 


your Anſwer you muſt write the ſame thing 10 the Secreta- 


ries by way only of hxrving felt the King of France his Pulſe, 
tes 95% __ muſt % fo 41 King as "* Anſwer from the 
King of France, and ſuch an one as his Majeſiy may depend - 
upon whatever that ſhall be- For the more dexterous man- 
agement of this Afﬀair, the King is adviſed to ſhew theſe Pro- 


_ poſitions to! Monſreur Berr:illon,bur not to give him aCopph; 
ny 


ſo that by the ſtrength of memory it is expeRed he 


write to his Maſter, and by that means only are we to hope 


for an Anſwerto a matter of this vaſt importance. And con- 
ſcquently you may imagine what a ſatisfaQion we are like 


' ro reape from it when it comes. I doubt not but by your - 


Condudt it will be brought toa ſpeedy Iſſue 3 which. is of as 
great importance as the thing it [elt, there being no condi- 
tion worſe for his Majeſty, than his ſtanding unreſolved be- 
twixt Peaceand War. I find by Mon/teur Barrillon, That 
Is is like ſome places which are dependances upon greater 
Towns may be demanded by the K. of F. bur if he Rene 
a Peace (which you will do very well to know his min 

fully in) you may juſily ſay, that you hope he will neither 
ſtand upon one fingle place, tho /a Fortified one, nor upon 
any place unfortified, which” is a in 3am upon thoſe 
which are to bereſtored ro Spain, And if any thing ſhall be 
moved abcur F;c:ly to remainin the French hands until the 
Peace of Sweden be concluded, You are only to ſay, that 
you are not impowred to ſay any thing uponit : And you 


-are/confident the King hath doneall he. could ro gerthe ut- 


moſt Conditions that would be conſented ro : Oaly you 
are to ſay, the King- hath again ſent about Conde, not be- 
ing well fatified that rhey have not left in his power to 
give or refuſe as he ſhould have found it convenient, and 
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ons of Peace ſhall be accepted, The King expelts to have 
ſix Millions of Livers early Jar three years, ſrom the time 
0 


$2. 


that this Agreement ſhall be ſigned between his Majeſty and 
the King of France: Becauſe it will be two or three ycars 
before he can hope to find his Parliament in humour to give 
him Supplys,after the having made any Peace” with France. 
The Embaſsador here hath agreed to the ſum, but not 
for ſo long a tume, If you" find the Peace will not be ac- 
cepted, you are not to mention the money at all.” And all 
- poſſible care mull. be taken to have this whole Negotiation 
as private as poſſible, for fear of giving offence at home, 
when for the moſt part” we hear in ten daies after; any 
thing that is communicated tothe French Miniſters. 1 mult 
again repeat to you, that whatſoever you write on this Sub- 
ject to the Secretary (70 whom you muſt not mention one [y}- 
lable of the money ) you mult ſay only as a thing you believe 
they will conſent to if you had power formally ro make theſe 
demands. © Pray inform your ſelf of the bottom of what 
js ro be expected from France,and affure them that you be- 
lieve this will be the laſt time that you ſhall receive any Pro: - 
oſitions of a Peace if theſe be flighted,as indeed 7 believe it 
will: ſo that you may take your own Meaſures as well as 
the King upon it, Iam ek IS © 2, 


Tour Excellencies moſt faithful 
and obedient Servant. 


DANBY. 


March 25, 78. 
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How well this man hath 4+ ſerved of his'Country,, A 
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made as great an Example in Þ uni/hment as ke hath. 
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